Gifted with Holy Spirit

New Life by the Gospel of Grace

Adding the divine Person of the Holy Spirit to this list of gifts is like adding the sun to a bag of
marbles. He is so far above and beyond any mere thing we can be given, even so great a thing
as eternal salvation. Yet, Holy Spirit is truly one of the "gifts" of saving grace we received from
the Father when we accepted Jesus as our Savior. The Holy Spirit came immediately to live
within us! Oh, but there is so much more to this gift than even that stupendous display of Self-
giving love.

And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit." Acts 2:38 ESV

Help on the Inside

Jesus said that He would send the Holy Spirit to be our “Helper.” This has been wildly
misunderstood with people thinking that only Christians “have” the Holy Spirit or that the Holy
Spirit only came to help people after the resurrection. God has always and will always be doing
things for us by the Holy Spirit. That is nothing new.

The Holy Spirit did all kinds of great things

for Jewish believers in the Old Testament.

He does great things for everyone who

calls on the Lord and always has. Not only

that, He has always been the giver and

sustainer of life for everyone and every ‘\
creature in creation, regardless of whether

they know Him or not. None of this has

changed through anything that Jesus did

for us by His death and resurrection. What ".
did change?

To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of
the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27

The altogether new thing that God is doing for us is that the Holy Spirit now lives inside all who
give their lives to Christ through faith-conversion and the new birth. This (along with Christ’s
sacrifice) makes the “new and living way” possible. The Holy Spirit lives inside of us as our
Helper, helping us to live in a “new way” that was never before possible outside of childhood—
the way of surrender and trust.

Before we became Christians, the Holy Spirit our Helper was always doing things for us, even if
we didn’t know it, but now that we are Christians, He is helping us from the inside to live through
Him.[7] Faith conversion helps us in two tremendous ways. We can call on the Lord with
confidence that God by His Spirit will do for us more than we can ask or think. We can also call
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on the Lord for His help in surrendering so that God can live through us in ways He never could
before.

A New Way of Life

Naturally, God will go on doing things for us. He always has! The missing element—the part the
“sending” of the Holy Spirit is intended to correct—is that now we can truly live for God by
trusting Jesus and obeying Jesus with the Holy Spirit helping us on the inside. By indwelling us
the Holy Spirit is able to help us live as we were always meant to live with real joy, peace,
freedom and faithfulness.

By all means, keep on thinking of God as “out there” and “up there,” but add to that “in here.”

Think of Him as willing to work for you, but think also of Him as wanting to live through you. If
you are in Christ through faith, then the Holy Spirit is in you, working, working, working to help
you learn how to live in and with and through His inner Life.

Next "Free Gift" to Open

Gifted with Justification Don’t you just hate feeling inwardly accused or condemned? It is bad
enough feeling guilty when we are guilty, but it really stinks to feel like a skunk for no good
reason! The truth is that we need to be convinced beyond a shadow of a doubt that we have
truly been forgiven where our real sins are concerned. But because we have an enemy (A.K.A.
“The Accuser”), we also need powerful protection against that “shadowy” voice which is always
finding fault. God’s answer to both? He “justified” us!

Free Download

pdf Saved by the Free Gifts (eBook) (321 KB)

Scriptures on the Holy Spirit

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let
him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart
will flow rivers of living water.™ Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in
him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified. John 7:37-39 ESV

"These things | have spoken to you while | am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your
remembrance all that | have said to you. Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. Not as
the world gives do | give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. You
heard me say to you, 'l am going away, and | will come to you." John 14:25-28 ESV
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"I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but
whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will
glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine;
therefore | said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. John 16:12-15 ESV
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