What Is Salvation?

How to Get Saved, Stay Saved and Live Saved

Salvation is what we need. Everyone needs to get to heaven for instance. Often that is the first
thing on a person’s mind when they go looking for God. But there is so much more to salvation
than getting to heaven. In any area of your life where you need help, God wants to come to your
rescue. He provides everything necessary for saving you by His grace through your faith.

Turn to Me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth; for | am God, and there is no
other. Isaiah 45:22 ESV

“Being Saved” Is a Good Beginning

Why did you want to be saved? Some people seek Jesus as a way of getting to heaven. They
want to be saved from hell: from the fear of death or from the fear of punishment. Others seek
Him to be saved from some form of hell on earth: from the pain of a lost love one, or a failed
career, or fears, or depression, or 3

weaknesses. A few may possibly come to ’
Jesus just wanting to be saved from not
knowing the Beautiful God who created
them. All of these are great reasons for
wanting to be saved!

If you are reading this, hopefully one of
those reasons has already prompted you
to seek Jesus for salvation. (If not, do it
now! Follow the prayer steps in "How can
| get saved?") But being saved and
feeling the joy of it—as terrific as that is—is just the beginning of a saving embrace that goes on
into all of eternity. Listen to this passage from the New Testament:

Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to
God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. Hebrews
7:25

Going Beyond Salvation for Heaven

Being saved "to the uttermost" is a very wide word indeed. It covers everything about us that
needs rescue, repair, restoration or refreshing. What is salvation? As great as our need is, our
God's salvation is even greater. Never imagine that "being saved" means that you have no
further need of God to save you. Don't put this in the past tense! You are in a process of being
saved from all that is not heavenly. You definitely need Jesus to save you from your sins so that
you have a hope of heaven; but you will also need Jesus to save you from yourself — so that
He can get His heavenly life into you down here.
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Think of it: You are being saved from all that is not heavenly in your heart, mind, soul and body.
Of course the fullness of salvation in all of these areas won't come until you enter into the direct
presence of Jesus after death. But it is going on now! And the world around you is also in a
process of being saved from all that it, too, has fallen into of spiritual darkness and material
decay. God is at work to rescue, repair, restore and renew the entire earth. True, the final
outworking of the earth's salvation will require Jesus to come personally and take direct charge
of the process. But His Kingdom has already started the invasion!

Pray then like this: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:9-10

Since all of this lovely and desperately needed salvation come by grace, it is time to take a
"grace break."

Prayer

Father, You're right! | don’t just need Your salvation to get me to heaven. | need You to be
saving me in all kinds of ways here on earth. For starters please begin saving all of my loved
ones. Bring them to know Jesus, too! | also need Your help in all my relationships. Save me
from being selfish and self-centered, from taking more than giving, from hurting more than
helping, and from hating rather than loving. While you are at, go to work on all of my attitudes
and ways that don’t match up with how Jesus in me wants me to live. As | learn to trust and
obey Jesus, send Your salvation into every area of my life. Especially save me from living for
myself, rather than for Jesus. May Your Kingdom come!

Learn More about God'’s Live-Saving “Formula”

What is grace? Grace is the part God plays in saving us. It's definitely the lead role. Without
His mercy, His help, His wisdom, His guidance, His comfort, His provision we’d be back right
where we started, trying to rescue our life by our own means. Happily, our Father is an
outrageous giver. You don’t have to earn or deserve His saving help: You just have to become
more adept at receiving it.

What is faith? Our “job” is to get really, really good at believing in the grace that is being
offered us by our loving Father. If someone wants to give you a present, you still have to trust
enough to receive it. Believing leads to trusting and trusting leads to receiving. That is the way
of faith which opens wide the door for the Lord’s salvation to stream into our life.

On to the Next Question!

How can | be sure I'm saved? It should come as no surprise that doubt and unbelief are
enemies of the life of faith. God has overcome your unbelief—now you know who Jesus is—but
you will soon have to fight off your doubts in order to keep your confidence in Him flying high.
Make sure that you know how to stay sure...
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